Application No. 10/682351 (Docket: CNTR.2120) 
37 CFR 1.111 Amendment dated 1 1/19/04 
Reply to Office Action of 1 1/8/04 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In the Office Action, the Examiner noted that claims 1-25 are pending in the application. 
The Examiner additionally stated that claims 1-16 are allowed, claim 17 is rejected, and 
claims 18-25 are objected to. By this amendment, claim 17 has been cancelled and 
claims 1-4, 11-15, and 18-21 have been amended. Hence, claims 1-16 and 18-25 are 
pending in the application. 

Applicant hereby requests further examination and reconsideration of the application, in 
view of the foregoing amendments. 

In the Claims 

Claim Objections 

The Examiner objected to claims 1-4, 11-15, and 19-20, suggesting that "clock skew 
logic" be changed to - clock skew logic circuit - in claims 1-4, and that "test logic" be 
changed to - test logic circuit - in claims 1, 3, 11-15, and 19-20. By this amendment, 
the suggested changes are made and Applicant requests withdrawal of the objections to 
claims 1-4, 11-15, and 19-20. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) 

The Examiner rejected claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hassoun 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,289,068, hereinafter, "Hassoun"). More specifically, the 
Examiner noted that Hassoun discloses, in Figure 10, a method of debugging an 
integrated circuit (IC) by adjusting skew of a primary clock signal [REF_CLK] for a 
controllable number of cycles, comprising providing at least one skew value [180] to the 
selecting at least one edge of the primary clock signal [REF_CLK]; and delaying a 
selected number of edges of the primary clock signal according to the at least one skew 
value [180]. 

By this amendment, claim 17 has been cancelled thereby rendering the Examiner's 
rejection moot. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner noted that claims 1-16 would be allowed if corrected to overcome the 
objections set forth in the instant office action. By this amendment, the suggested 
corrections are made. Applicant appreciates the Examiner's consideration and allowance 
of claims 1-16. 

The Examiner also objected to claims 18-25 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but indicated that the claims would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims and to 
overcome the objection set forth for claims 19-20. By this amendment, claims 18-28 
have been rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims and have furthermore been amended to overcome the 
objections set forth for claims 19-20. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that 
the objections to claims 18-25 be withdrawn and that claims 18-25 be allowed. 
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CONCLUSIONS 



In view of the arguments advanced above, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1- 
16 and 18-25 are in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the objections is 
requested, and allowance of the claims is solicited. 



Applicant earnestly requests that the Examiner contact the undersigned practitioner by 
telephone if the Examiner has any questions or suggestions concerning this amendment, 
the application, or allowance of any claims thereof. 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NUMBER: EO 003 222 616 US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: 11/19/04 
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Respectfully submitted, 
HUFFMAN PATENT GROUP, LLC 
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